
THE VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETINGMINUTES

AT THE VILLAGE HALL
DECEMBER 13, 2023
18:30:00/6:30:00

At 18:30:00/6:30:00MAYOR SOUVA CALLED THEMEETING TO ORDER, THOSE IN
ATTENDANCE RECITED THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

PRESENTWERE: MAYORMARK SOUVA

TRUSTEES: SHAREEF STOKELY, KIM VOGT, KERRY COLTON

CLERK: KIMBERLY AUGUSTINE

DPW: SUPERVISOR ROSS

GUESTS: GAIL ALEXANDER, SCOTT ALEXANDER, MATT COOPER,SCOTT
DOYLE, MCKENZIE LEHMAN, MIKE ALTERI

ABSENT: PATTY BATES

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBERMINUTES
AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE STOKELY, TO

APPROVE NOVEMBER REGULARMEETINGMINUTES.
TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

COMMUNITY UPDATES

RACOG
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DPW

1.BLEW LEAVES AWAY FROM FRONT ENTRANCE OF VILLAGE OFFICE
2.HELP DALE CLARK LOCATE THE CURB STOP FOR THE CONCESSION STAND AT THE SCHOOL
3.RESET TIMER FOR VILLAGE PORCH LIGHTS
4.TOOK STATUEMOLDS TO THEWASTEWATER PLANT FOR STORAGE
5.POMERVILLE SEPTIC SERVICE PUMPED OUT THEWELL AT THE HIGH LIFT STATION
6.REPAIRED PIPE THAT FEED THE CHLORINE ANALYZER
7.MARKED OUT UFPO FOR COMMUNITY BOARD AT VILLAGE OFFICE
8.TOOK CARE OF UFPO FOR POLE REPLACEMENT ON DORAN ROAD
9.CLEANED OUT F-250
10.TOOK DOWN CORN STALKS AND FLOWERS FROM VILLAGE OFFICE
11.REPLACE LIGHTS ON SIX SNOWFLAKES AND GOT THE READY TO BE PUT UP
12.PUT FUEL TREATMENT IN BOTH THE GAS AND DIESEL TANKS FOR THE SEASON
13.BROUGHT DOWN SNOWFLAKES AND BANNERS FROM SEWER PLANT ALREADY TO BE PUT UP
14.RESUBMITTED THE LEAD AND COPPER RESULTS, HOMEOWNER CUSTODY SHEETS, AND

THE LIST OF HOUSESWHEREWE TOOK THE SAMPLES TO D.O.H.
15.HAULED FROM THE SEWER PLANT TWO LOADER BUCKETS OF STONE FOR THE SIGN AT THE

VILLAGE OFFICE
16.INSTALLED NEW FLAG AT THE BANDSTAND
17.PUT UP SIX SNOWFLAKES AND ALL THE BANNERSWITH THE HELP FROM TOWN OF

DENMARK
18.NEW KUBOTA TRACTORWAS DELIVERED
19.BROUGHT BOTH SNOWBLOWERS FROM THE PARK GARAGE TO VILLAGE GARAGE FOR

INSTALLATION
20.SPARE SNOWBLOWERS IS IN THREE BAY SHOP
21.CALLED P&T TO HAVE THEM COME AND FIGURE OUTWHYWELL #5 IS TRIPPING
22.RAISED TRANSDUCER ATWELL #5 UP 25 TO 30 FT
23.BOTH PLOWS INSTALLED ON THE VILLAGES TRUCKS’
24.F-450 RELOCATED TO THE SEWER PLANT GARAGE FOR THEWINTER
25.SIEWERT EQUIPMENT SERVICED BOTH PUMPS AT THE HIGH LIFT STATION AND INSTALLED

THE NEW PUMP CONTROLLER IN THE PANEL
26.SNOWBLOWED ALL VILLAGE SIDEWALKS
27.NEW KUBOTA TRACTORS FRONT LEFT TIREWAS FLAT, IT PICKED UP A STAPLEWHILE

DOING THE SIDEWALKS IN THE VILLAGE
28.SENTMONTHLYWATER REPORT TO THE D.O.H.
29.BROUGHT FROM THE PARK GARAGE TO THE VILLAGE OFFICE SANTA, REINDEER, AND THE

ELVES
30.TOOK CARE UFPO FOR PUTTING AANKER ON ELECTRIC POLE ON COUNTY ROUTE 194
31.CHANGED OUT CHLORINE INJECTOR ATWATER PLANT
32.WELL #5 STILL TRIPPING OUT EVEN AFTER RESETTING THE LINEMAY NEED A NEW

TRANSDUCER
33.PUT GARBAGE BARREL OUT AT THE BANDSTAND FOR THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE

LIGHTING
34.SET CHRISTMAS TREE AT THE BANDSTAND BACK UP, AS IT FELL OVER THIS PAST
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WEEKEND
35.CHECKED ELECTRIC HANDHOLES IN THE LAWN AT STODDARDWATER PLANT FOR ANY

VISIBLE CHEWING ON THEWIRES AND THAT COULD BE CAUSINGWELL #5 TO TRIP OUT
36.TOOKMONTHLYWATER AND SEWER SAMPLES TO CONVERSE LABS
37.RESTOCKED THE HYPO-CHLORIDE AT BOTHWATER PLANTS
38.SNOWBLOWED OUT THE VILLAGE HALL, BRIDGE, AND BANDSTAND SIDEWALKS
39.TOOK CARE OF UFPO FOR PUTTING IN A NEW POLE ON COUNTY ROUTE 194
40.ASSISTED SNOWBELT HOUSING STAFF ATMCNEIL APARTMENTS ON STODDARD STREET

AS THEY HAD A PLUGGED SEWER LINE
41.EMPTIED BOTH DEBRIS BARRELS FROM INFLUENT RACK AT THEWASTE PLANT
42.RINSED OFF F-250 TO GET THE SALT OFF

TRUSTEE COLTONMENTIONED TO SUPERVISOR ROSS, THAT THE KUBOTA CAN USE A
FOAM PRODUCT TO FILL TIRES, THAT PREVENT FLAT TIRES.

VILLAGE ENGINEER
SEWER PROJECT

RIGHT ON SCHEDULE, STILL HAS TENTATIVE FINISH DATE OFMAY 1ST.
THE VILLAGE BOARD ISWORKINGWITH BOND COUNSEL, TO GET SECOND
PAYMENT TO JOHN DUDLEY CONTRACTORS.

WATER PROJECT
THE BOARD ASKED VILLAGE ENGINEER COOPER, IF HE IS WILLING TO GO
PASS THE 90-DAY HOLD ONWATER PROJECT; THE BOARDWANTS TO
DIGESTWHAT BCA PRESENTED TO THE VILLAGE ANDWHAT BARTON AND
LOGUIDICEWANTS TO DOWITH THEWOODBATTLE PLANT.

GUEST ENGINEER
BCA

THEY SPOKE TO THE COST AND IMPLICATIONS THAT ITWOULD BE TO JOIN
WITH THE TWIN VILLAGESWATER SOURCE.
ANYWATER THAT IS PUMPED FROM THE TWIN VILLAGES, WILL BEMIXED
WITH STODDARD PLANT ANDWOODBATTLE PLANT, IN THE COPENHAGEN
WATER STORAGE TANK; THE TANKWOULD ACT AS A VESSEL FOR THE
THREE DIFFERENTWATER SOURCES.
THE FIRM PRESENTEDMANY SCENARIOS INWHICH VILLAGE OF
COPENHAGEN COULDMOVE AHEADWITH EITHER LOANS, GRANTS, ETC..

COPENHAGEN CARES
THE GROUP IS STILL COLLECTINGMEMORY TREE BULBS, UNTIL DECEMBER
20TH.
CCS PLANS TO HAVE THEIR NEXTMEETING IN FEBRUARY 2024.
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PROPERTYMAINTENANCE
A VILLAGERWOULD LIKE PROPERTYMAINTENANCE OFFICERMcKEEVER, THAT

THERE IS AN ABANDONED CAR BEHIND 9906 ST RT 12; OFF OF CENTER ST.
THE HOUSE BEHIND THE SCHOOL, ON LOUD STREET, THE GARAGE IS
FALLING IN.

MIKE ALTERI &MCKENZIE LEHMAN LEFT@ 19:51/7:51

FIRE DEPARTMENT
RUTLAND FD

2023-24 CONTRACT HAS BEEN SIGNED.
COPENHAGEN FD INC.

PAPERWORK HAS BEEN FILED, FORCING JUDGE PRESIDING OVER
JUDGEMENTS, TOMAKE A DECISION.

TOWN OF DENMARK
SUPERVISOR DOYLE IS LOOKING TO START THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN

FEBRUARY OF 2024. HE IS LOOKING FOR 2 BOARDMEMBERS AND 1
COMMUNITYMEMBER TO BE PART OF THE GROUP. THE POSITIONS NEED
TO BE SOMEONEWHOM IS A FORWARD-THINKER, AND CANMEET ONCE A
MONTH. YOU CAN REACH OUT TO SUPERVISOR DOYLE, MICKEY DIETRICH
OF RACOG, ORMATT JOHNSON.

SUPERVISOR DOYLE ASKED PERMISSION FROM THE BOARD TO DO THE FLOW
RINGS RATINGS FOR 9 OF THE VILLAGE HYDRANTS THAT ARE OUTSIDE
THE VILLAGE LIMITS.
HEWAS GRANTED PERMISSION.

SUPERVISOR DOYLE LEFT@20:03/8:03

PUBLIC COMMENTS
MAYOR SOUVA READ ALOUD A LETTER FROM SHARI SIMMONS.
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THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS ARE PREVIOUS LETTERS ANDMEETINGMINUTES, ON
THIS SAME DISCUSSION.
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THE BOARD HAS STAYEDWITH THEIR DECISION THATMR. BERGHORN ISWELCOME TO
DONATE HIS TIME TO SET UP ELECTRICITY. THE ELECTRICITY BILLWOULD BE FINE
IF IT COMPARABLE TO THE BANDSTAND, HOWEVER THEYWILL NOT PAY FOR
ANYTHING/SUPPLIES TO DO SO.

OLD BUSINESS
STEWARTS

NO UPDATE
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PIPING SURVEY
AS OF 12.13.23: 74 RESPONSES TO PIPING SURVEY.

LEWIS COUNTY DRAINAGE
NO UPDATE

LED CAMERAS
PARTS ARE ON BACKORDER.
THEREWAS DISCUSSION ON AWHITE UNIT THAT HAS BEENMOUNTED ON A

POLE, ONMAIDEN LANE. THE BOARD SAYS IT DOES NOT BELONG TO THE
VILLAGE, AND ARE NOT SUREWHAT ORWHERE IT CAME FROM.

WINDSTREAM
MAYOR SOUVA HAS BEENWORKINGWITH ASSEMBLYMAN BLANKENBUSH AND

SENATORWALCZYK, TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE THE VILLAGE IS HAVING
WITHWINDSTREAM. MAYOR SOUVA HAS STATED AGAIN HE IS PERFECTLY
OKAY PAYING THE REGULAR AMOUNT THAT IS USUALLY BILLED. HE IS NOT
OKAYWITHWHAT THEY ARE CHARGING US NOW, IN THE $1000S EVERY
MONTH FOR A SERVICEWE DO NOT EVEN HAVE.

DEER RIVER RETAININGWALL
SUPERVISOR ROSS HAS HAD THE COUNTY COME OUT TO LOOK AT THE EROSION

DEER RIVER IS CAUSING BEHINDMAPLE AVE. THEY HAVE CONCLUDED
THAT IT IS A PROJECT THATWILL COST SUBSTANTIALLY. IT WILL
CONTINUE TO BEMONITORED.

SNOW ON THE SIDEWALKS
SUPERVISOR ROSS STATED THAT THEYWILL CONTINUE TOWORKWITH

COMMUNITYMEMBERS ON KEEPING THE SIDEWALKS CLEAR.

COMMUNITY BOARD OUTSIDE VILLAGE HALL
THE GROUND ISWAITING TO BE AUGERED. TRUSTEE COLTON AND FORMER

MAYOR ALEXANDERWILL BEWORKING TOGETHER TO GET THIS PROJECT
FINISHED.

PARKING ON LOUD STREET REMINDER
LOCAL LAW#1 OF THE YEAR 2011
SECTION 7: NO PERSON SHALL PARK A VEHICLE AT ANY TIME UPON ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING STREETS OR PART THEREOF: LOUD STREET, WEST SIDE, THE
ENTIRE LENGTH.
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THE BOARD DISCUSSED HOW THERE ARE NO PARKING SIGNS THERE. THAT SOME
OF THE PAINT HASWASHED AWAY. THEYWOULD LIKE TO BUDGET IN NEW PAINT.
ALSO THEYWILL BE FOLLOWING UPWITH THE SCHOOL.

NEWBUSINESS

DIGITAL UPGRADES
THE VILLAGE BOARDS VILLAGE ISSUED DIGITAL COMPONENTS, ARE OVER FIVE

YEARS OLD. MANY DO NOTWORK NOR CHARGE ANY LONGER. THEYWOULD
LIKE TO PRICE OUT AND UPDATE TABLETS AND LAPTOPS.

THE OFFICE COMPUTERS ARE OUT OF RAM, AND CONTRACTWITH ABS IS COMING
UP FOR RENEWAL ON COMPUTERS AND COPIERS. ABS IS WORKING ON
DIFFERENT SCENARIOS AND PRESENTATIONS FOR THE VILLAGE TO LOOK
AT AND COMPARE.

TRUSTEE VOGT HAS ASKED CLERK AUGUSTINE TO INVITE ABS SALES
REPRESENTATIVE TO AMONTHLYMEETING.

LOCAL LAW#1 OF THE YEAR 2024

RESOLUTION 53-2023
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
STOKELY, FORWATER BILLING TO BE BILLED QUARTERLY (4X) INSTEAD OF ONLY
BI-YEARLY (2X). START DATE TO BE DETERMINED.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 53-2023 APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

RESOLUTION 54-2023
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
STOKELY, FOR SEWER BILLING TO BE BILLED QUARTERLY (4X) INSTEAD OF ONLY
BI-YEARLY (2X). THEWATER AND SEWERWILL BE BILLED AT THE SAME TIME QUARTERLY
(4X) A YEAR. START DATE TO BE DETERMINED.
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TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 54-2023 APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

LEWIS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
2024 OFFICES TO BE FILLED AT THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS

TRUSTEE VOGT’S SEAT
TRUSTEE COLTON’S SEAT

PENN POWER SYSTEMS
WE ARE RENEWING OUR CONTRACT. SUPERVISOR ROSS SAID THAT THE 3-YEAR

CONTRACT IS BETTER THAN 1 OR 2. HE IS ASKING THE BOARD TO APPROVE
HIM SIGNING THE 3-YEAR CONTRACT.

A MOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE COLTON AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE STOKELY, FOR
SUPERVISOR ROSS TO SIGNED THE 3-YEAR CONTRACTWITH PENN POWER SYSTEMS.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

FINANCIALS

NOTES FROMNORTH COUNTRY CPA:
ARPA FUNDS REMAINING: $39,589.61

FORMERMAYOR ALEXANDER SUGGESTEDWE USE THE ARPAMONEY TOWORK
ON VILLAGE HYDRANTS. THE BOARD AGREEDWITH THAT IDEA, ANDWILL
LOOK INTO USING THATMONEY FOR VILLAGE HYDRANTS.
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TREASURER REPORT

BUDGET AMENDMENTS
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GENERAL FUND

RESOLUTION 55-2023
AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE STOKELY, THE
GENERAL FUND STREETMAINTENANCE BUDGET LINE A5110.4, PUT $508.49 INTO BUDGET
LINE A5110.41.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 55-2023 APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

WATER FUND

RESOLUTION 56-2023
AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE STOKELY AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE COLTON, THE
WATER FUND SOURSE SUPPLY-POWER EQUIPMENT BUDGET LINE F8320.21, PUT $6686.29
INTO BUDGET LINE F8320.2.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 56-2023 APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

SEWER FUND
CLERK AUGUSTINE DID BRING TO THE TABLE THAT THE SEWER FUND SEWAGE
TREATMENT-EQUIPMENT CAP FUND NEEDS TO BE ADJUSTED. THE BOARD ADVISED HER
THAT THERE IS NOWHERE TO PULLMONEY FROM TO COVER THE COST OF SEWER PROJECT
G8130.2. THEY AREWAITING ON BONDS/BAN FROM BOND COUNSEL.

A MOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE STOKELY,
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TO PAY DECEMBER BILLS.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

ADJOURNMENT

AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE STOKELY AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE COLTON,
TO ADJOURN THEMEETING.

TRUSTEE STOKELY AYE
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES ABSENT
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED DECEMBER 13, 2023

MEETING CLOSED@20:39/8:39


