
THE VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETINGMINUTES

AT THE VILLAGE HALL
JANUARY 16, 2023
18:30:00/6:30:00

At 18:30:00/6:30:00MAYOR SOUVA CALLED THEMEETING TO ORDER, THOSE IN
ATTENDANCE RECITED THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

PRESENTWERE: MAYORMARK SOUVA

TRUSTEES: KIM VOGT, KERRY COLTON, PATTY BATES, DIANEMAHAR

CLERK: KIMBERLY AUGUSTINE

DPW: ABSENT

GUESTS: MATT COOPER, LEWIS ALEXANDER, JESSICAMOSHER, AMBER
SWAN

ABSENT: SUPERINTENDENT ROSS

APPROVAL OF DECEMBERMINUTES
AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE STOKELY, TO

APPROVE NOVEMBER REGULARMEETINGMINUTES.
TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2023

RACOG UPDATE
WELCOME THE NEW RACOG CIRCUIT RIDER, AMBER SWAN!

JANUARY RACOGMEETING
WILL BE AT THE VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN, 1.24.24@ 18:00:00/6:00 PM
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DPWUPDATE

1. Swept floor down at Stoddard water plant
2. Cleaned bathroom
3. Changed out marker light bulb on top of garbage truck
4. Vacuumed floors at village hall
5. Vacuumed out light fixtures at village hall
6. Relocated power cord on Christmas lights out front of village hall
7. Kim Vogt’s outside spicket was leaking they shut it off
8. Did final reading at Tammy Baker’s house at 9875 Maple Ave.
9. Put road cone at the intersection of Loud and Mechanic Street for a hole next to catch basin
10. Called in UFPO for replacing a section of fence at Waste plant
11. Swept and wiped down F-250
12. Swept and wiped down garbage truck
13. Greased up garbage truck
14. Started up both generators and let them run
15. Washed and greased small Kubota
16. Cleaned out catch basins
17. Cleaned wipers on garbage truck
18. Swept and wiped down Kubota tractor
19. Shut water off at Powis building next to Stewarts
20. Water is turned back on at Hazel Watson’s old house on Maple Ave.
21. Water is turned off at Lavender shop on Washington street
22. Removed wooden Christmas decoration from in front of Village hall
23. Greased up both snowblowers
24. Greased up small bucket for Kubota
25. Started up loader and drove it around Village
26. Remarked UFPO at Sewer plant for replacing section of fence
27. Drove around to see how many Christmas trees were put out
28. Took down 3 Christmas trees to Denmark to get rid of
29. Cleaned up dead animal on Cataract St.
30. Sent in monthly water report to DOH for the month
31. Took water and sewer samples to Converse Labs for the month
32. Did final reading at 9967 St. Rt. 12
33. Took small desk up stairs
34. Had Siewerts up to fix pump at High Lift Station the seal was bad
35. Snowblowed all sidewalks and crosswalks
36. Cut a couple of branches that were hanging over the sidewalks
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SUPERINTENDENT ROSS HAS ASKED THATWE REPLACE THE ORIGINAL PUMP AT THE
SEWER PLANT. HE ALSO ASKED THATWE USE PART OF THE ARPA FUNDS TO COVER THE
COST.

RESOLUTION 17-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
COLTON, TO APPROVE AND REPLACE A NEW SEWER PUMPWITH PORTION OF REMAINING
ARPAMONEY, THAT IS NOT EXCEED 20K.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 17-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

VILLAGE ENGINEER UPDATE
SEWER PROJECT
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JOHN R. DUDLEY CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDER ON PROJECT 2110.001.001

RESOLUTION 18-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
COLTON, TO APPROVE THE CHANGE ORDER #2 FROM PROJECT 2110.001.001 FOR $15,396.15.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 18-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

RESOLUTION 19-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
BATES, TO PAY JOHN R. DUDLEY CONSTRUCTION $70,201.34 AND $23,491.84 TO S.C.
SPENCER ELECTRIC.
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TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 19-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

WATER PROJECT

B&L SENIOR ASSOCIATEMATT COOPER AGREED TO EXTEND THE SUSPENSION/PAUSE
ON THEWATER PROJECT 2110.003.001 WITHOUTMAKING AN AMENDMENT ON THE
EXISTING CONTRACT.

COPENHAGEN CARES UPDATE
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NO UPDATE

PROPERTYMAINTENANCE UPDATE
NO UPDATE

FIRE DEPARTMENT UPDATE
RUTLAND FD
IN THEIR RECENT EMAIL TOMAYOR SOUVA, THEY HAVE RECEIVED GRANT
MONEY; THEY USED SAID GRANTMONEY TO PURCHASE AIR PACKS & TURNOUT
GEAR.

COPENHAGEN FD INC.
NO UPDATE

PUBLIC COMMENTS
FROM JOHN DREWES
LETTER THAT IS WRITTEN TO BOARD, DICTATED AT BOTTOM OF HIS ATTACHMENTS
LETTER TO EDITOR ATWATERTOWNDAILY TIMES ON DIFFERENT SUBJECT, AND

ATTACHMENTS HE PROVIDED ON THAT SUBJECT.
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THE VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETINGMINUTES

MARK,
I WOULD LIKE YOU & THE BOARD TO TAKE REMEDIAL ACTIONS ON THEMATTER AS

INDICATED INMY ENCLOSED LETTER I WROTE IN THEWATERTOWN TIMES, MAKE
THIS AN ACTION ITEM.

I NEED TO SEE SOME ACTIONWITH THE VILLAGE IN ENFORCING THE PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE LAW. I REALIZE THAT VILLAGE HAVEMR. TERRYMcKEEVER ON A
RETAINER TO CITE THE VIOLATORS. HAS HE ISSUED ANY CITATIONS? AND IF SO, I
HAVE NOT SEEN ANY REMEDIAL ACTION TAKEN BY THE VIOLATORS. CASE IN
POINT. MY NEIGHBOR JOE DEVEINES REAR LOT (UNREADABLE SECTION) IT IS
GETTINGWORSE ALL OF HIS UNLICENSED VEHICLE & DERELICT JUNK, I.E. LARGE
LOG SKIDDER. THERE IS NO VALID REASON FOR THIS AND OTHER DERELICT ITEMS
TO BE IN THE VILLAGE. THE LOG SKIDDER NEEDS TO BE ON THE JOB SITE IN THE
WOODS PROVIDING IT IS MECHANICAL FUNCTIONAL. I WAS INFORMED BY KIM
VOGT THATMR. McKEEVER CANNOT GO ON VIOLATORS PROPERTY TO
(UNREADABLE) THE PERPETRATORS PERPETRATORS. IF THIS IS THEN THERE IS NO
NEED FORMR. McKEEFER BEING ON THE PAYROLL. IF NOTHING OR ANY ACTION IS
TAKEN TO CORRECT THE SITUATION. WHEN SPRING COMES I WILLWRITE A
LETTER TOWATERTOWN TIMES ON THIS SITUATION.

SINCERELY,
JOHNH. DREWES
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THE BOARD HAD A DISCUSSION TO CLARIFYMR. DREWES CLAIMS. THE VILLAGES
PROPERTYMAINTENANCE OFFICER CAN NOT GO ON PROPERTIES UNLESS THE
VIOLATION IS IN SIGHT OF SAID OFFICER. THAT BEING SAID, TALKING IN DEPTH
ABOUTMENTIONED NEIGHBOR, MR. McKEEVER IS WELL AWARE OF VIOLATIONS.
PROPERTY THAT SAID NEIGHBOR LIVES ON IS NOT IN NEIGHBORS NAME
THEREFOREMR. McKEEVER IS NOT DEALINGWITH SAID NEIGHBOR AT ALL, BUT
WITH THE OWNER OF PROPERTY, WHOMOFWHICH IS AN ABSENTEE OWNER.
THERE IS AN ABSOLUTE PROCEDURE THATMR. McKEEVERWILL FOLLOW, AND
WILL NOT STRAY FROM.

REGARDING ATTACHMENTS TOMR. DREWES LETTER ON VILLAGE BUSINESS OWNERS
VOTING IN THE VILLAGE, IF BUSINESS OWNERSWOULD LIKE TO VOTE ON VILLAGE
MATTERS THEYMUST CHANGE THEIR RESIDENCY TO THEIR BUSINESS. THAT IS
THE ONLYWAY THEYMAY VOTE. THE VILLAGE CAN NOT CHANGE ORWRITE A LAW
CHANGING THAT OTHERWISE, IT IS IN THE NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION.

NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION
SECTION II

ADDITION, YOUMUST BE RESIDENT OF THE STATE, COUNTY, TOWN, VILLAGE FOR AT
LEAST 30 DAYS. NOT CLAIM TO VOTE ANYWHERE ELSE.

The New York Election Law defines “residence” as “that place where a person maintains a fixed, permanent

and principal home and to which he, wherever temporarily located, always intends to return.” N.Y. Election

Law §§ 5-102 and 1-104(22). The word "permanent" requires only physical presence and an intention to

remain for the time at least. See Palla v. Suffolk County Board of Elections, 31 N.Y.2d 36, 37 (N.Y. 1972).

The key case from New York State’s highest court regarding second-home owners' voting rights is Ferguson

v. McNab, 60 N.Y.2d 598 (N.Y. 1983), which held that a person having two residences “may choose one to

which she has legitimate, significant and continuing attachments as her residence for purposes of the

Election Law.” NYDLC.(2023)COUNTRY HOMEOWNER VOTING RIGHTS.NYDLC

https://www.nydlc.org/secondhome

OLD BUSINESS
STEWARTS
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PROPERTY THAT STEWARTS HAS PURCHASED NEXT TO THEIR PROPERTY, HAS BEEN
DEMOLISHED SAFELY AND QUICKLY. STILL ON TRACK FOR SPRING CONSTRUCTION
START.

PIPING SURVEY
MR. BAKER FROM BCA, HAS BEENMAKING PROGRESS THROUGHOUT THE VILLAGE, AND
HAS ONLY HAD ONE PERSON GET UPSETWITH HIM. WHICH IS CONSIDERED A REAL
SUCCESS.
PLEASE ASSISTMR. BAKER IN RESPONDING TO HIM CORDIALLY AND PROMPTLY. JUST A
REMINDER THAT THIS STATEMANDATED, NOT BCA NOR MR. BAKERMANDATED.

LEWIS COUNTY DRAINAGE
NO UPDATE

ANCA
TRUSTEE VOGT HAS BEEN CONTACTED TO LET THE VILLAGE KNOW THAT THEY ARE
CURRENTLY 200 POINTS AWAY FROM A 10K GRANT. THE VILLAGE HAS EARNED 800 OUT
OF 1000, FOR THEIR ENERGY SAVING EFFORTS.

LED CAMERAS
TRUSTEE VOGT HAS HAD SOME LEADWAY GETTING ANSWERS ON THE VILLAGE LED
CAMERA ARRIVALS. DUE TO COSTWEMAY ONLY BE ABLE TO PURCHASE 2-3 CAMERAS.
LOCATION PLACEMENT LOOK TO BE AROUND THE GAZEBO/STATUE AREA, DUE TO
THEFT AND VANDALISM IS HISTORY'S PAST. SECOND LOCATIONWOULD BENEFIT TO BE
AT THE INTERSECTION OF RT 12 &MECHANIC, A MAIN CONCERN IS CHILDREN
CROSSING; ITWOULD HELP AS A DETERRENT, AND KEEP CHILDREN SAFE.

WINDSTREAM
MAYOR SOUVA IS STILL IN CONTACTWITH SENATORIAL STAFF, ON HAVING FALSE
CHARGES DROPPED FROM PAST & CURRENT WINDSTREAM BILLS. THE VILLAGE HAS
PORTED BOTH ALARM SYSTEM PHONE LINES FROMWINDSTREAM, BUT THEY ARE EVEN
STILL CHARGING $800 OVER THE NORMAL USAGE, BUTWILL NOT STOP SENDING A BILL
EACHMONTHWITH A NEW CHARGE.

DEER RIVER RETAININGWALL
NO UPDATE

SNOWON THE SIDEWALKS
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DPW POTOCKI IS DOING A GREAT JOB ASSISTING VILLAGERSWITH KEEPING SIDEWALKS
CLEAR. PLEASE REMEMBER THIS A JOINT EFFORT OFWORKING TOGETHER. DPW’SMAIN
EFFORT LAYS IN OTHER AREAS OF THE VILLAGE FIRST, AND ONLY THEN THEY CAN
ASSIST VILLAGERS IN SIDEWALK CLEAN UP.

COMMUNITY BOARD
THE AUGER THATWAS GOING TO BE USED TO ASSIST IN PUTTING IN THE COMMUNITY
SIGN, HAS UNFORTUNATELY BROKE. THE COMMUNITY BOARD LOOKS TO NOW BE A
SPRING JOB.

PARKING ON LOUD STREET REMINDER
LOCAL LAW#1 OF THE YEAR 2011
SECTION 7: NO PERSON SHALL PARK A VEHICLE AT ANY TIME UPON ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING STREETS OR PARTS THEREOF: LOUD STREET, WEST SIDE, THE ENTIRE
LENGTH.

IN SPRING, DPW AND THE VILLAGE LOOK TO REPAINT LINES, FORMORE EXTENSIVE VISUAL
EFFECT.

JUNK YARD LAW
THE BOARDWOULD LIKE TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON NEW JUNK YARD LAW.
MORATORIUM ON JUNKYARDS IS SET TO EXPIRE INMARCH.

AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE COLTON, TO SET A
PUBLIC HEARING FOR NEXT BOARDMEETING DAY, FEBRUARY 15TH, 2024; IT WILL BEGIN
AT 18:00:00/6:00 PM.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

NEW BUSINESS
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CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIESMODEL RESOLUTION
THE BOARDWOULD LIKE TO RESCIND RESOLUTION 9-2021. IT WAS NOTWRITTEN
PROPERLY NOR SIGNED.
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RESOLUTION 20-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
COLTON, TO RESCIND RESOLUTION 9-2021

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 19-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

THE BOARDWOULD LIKE TO ADOPT: CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES PLEDGE RESOLUTION.

RESOLUTION 21-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
BATES, WHEREAS THE VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN BELIEVES THAT CLIMATE CHANGES
POSES A REAL AND INCREASING THREAT TO OUR LOCAL AND GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTS
AND ITS PRIMARILY DUE TO THE BURNING OF FOSSIL FUELS; AND

WHEREAS, THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGEWILL ENDANGER OUR INFRASTRUCTURE,
ECONOMY AND LIVELIHOODS; HARM OUR FARMS, ORCHARDS, AND ECOLOGICAL
COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING NATIVE FISH ANDWILDLIFE POPULATIONS; SPREAD INVASIVE
SPECIES AND EXOTIC DISEASES; REDUCE DRINKINGWATER SUPPLIES AND RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES; AND POSE HEALTH THREATS TO OUR CITIZENS; AND

WHEREAS, WE BELIEVE THAT OUR RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE PROVIDES USWITH AN
UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY TO SAVEMO, AND TO BUILD LIVABLE,
ENERGY-INDEPENDENT AND SECURE COMMUNITIES, VIBRANT INNOVATION ECONOMIES,
HEALTHY AND SAFE SCHOOLS, AND RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURES; AND

WHEREAS, WE BELIEVE THE SCALE OF GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG) EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS
REQUIRED FOR CLIMATE STABILIZATIONWILL REQUIRE SUSTAINED AND SUBSTANTIAL
EFFORTS; AND
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WHEREAS, WE BELIEVE THAT EVEN IF EMISSIONSWERE DRAMATICALLY REDUCED
TODAY, COMMUNITIESWOULD STILL BE REQUIRED TO ADAPT TO THE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE FOR DECADES TO COME,
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT VILLAGE OF COPENHAGEN, IN ORDER TO REDUCE
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND ADAPT TO A CHANGING CLIMATE, ADOPTS THE NEW
YORK STATE CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES PLEDGE, WHICH COMPRISES THE
FOLLOWING TEN ELEMENTS:

1. BUILD A CLIMATE-SMART COMMUNITY
2. INVENTORY EMISSIONS, SET GOALS, AND PLAN FOR CLIMATE ACTION.
3. DECREASE ENERGY USE.
4. SHIFT TO CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY.
5. USE CLIMATE-SMARTMATERIALSMANAGEMENT
6. IMPLEMENT CLIMATE-SMART LAND USE.
7. ENHANCE COMMUNITY RESILIENCE TO CLIMATE CHANGE.
8. SUPPORT A GREEN INNOVATION ECONOMY.
9. INFORM AND INSPIRE THE PUBLIC
10. ENGAGE IN AN EVOLVING PROCESS OF CLIMATE ACTION.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 21-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

KIMBERLY AUGUSTINE
VILLAGE CLERK

FINANCIALS
NOTES FROMNORTH COUNTRY CPA:
ARPA FUNDS REMAINING: $39,589.61
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DECEMBER AUDITED ABSTRACTS
AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE COLTON AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE BATES, TO
ACCEPT DECEMBER AUDITED ABSTRACTS.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024
PAY BILLS
JANUARY UNAUDITED ABSTRACTS

RESOLUTION 22-2024
AMOTION FOR RESOLUTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE VOGT AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE
COLTON, TO ADOPT THE CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES PLEDGE.
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TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 22-2024 APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024
FEBRUARYMEETING CHANGE

AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE BATES AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEE COLTON, TOMOVE
FEBRUARY'S BOARDMEETING FROMWEDNESDAY THE 14TH TO THURSDAY THE 15TH.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024
ADJOURNMENT

AMOTIONWASMADE BY TRUSTEE BATES AND SECONDED BY TRUSTEEMAHAR, TO
ADJOURN THEMEETING.

TRUSTEE VOGT AYE
TRUSTEE COLTON AYE
TRUSTEE BATES AYE
TRUSTEEMAHAR AYE
MAYOR SOUVA AYE
ALL IN FAVOR, MOTION CARRIED.

APPROVED JANUARY 16, 2024

SEE YOU ALL NEXTMONTH
FEBRUARY 16TH !
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